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BIG MOUNTAIN ENDURO

INAYEAR WHEN ENDURO HAS BEEN STEALING

THE LIMELIGHT FROM ALL OTHER DISCIPLINES

OF MOUNTAIN BIKE RACING, THE BlG MOUNTAIN
ENDURO SERIES HAS STOOD CENTER STAGE IN THE

U.S. THE SERIES WAS CONCEIVED IN 2012 WITH THREE
STOPS, INCLUDING THE WORLD-ACCLAIMED WHOLE
ENCHILADA. SINCE LAST FALL IT HAS EVOLVED INTO
FIVE EVENTS, EACH WITH A COMSIDERABLE PRO PAYOUT
FOR DEEPER COMPETITION.

Sinoe the beginning. Bromdon Ontivercs has been the
mastermind behind catapuliing BME infte ils place as
the premnier endurs series in the U.5. With the season at
its hadfway point. Ontiveres thinks they have the right
formula. "Onece pecple attend a Big Mountain Endure
event, theyll recdize the true camarcderie and un-factor
thert coincides with the endure moverneant. At the end of
the day. participemits are walking crwery from our events
with more conficience on the bike and crecting o new
social netwerk of friends, and that's how we know this
sport is growing.”

Three cut of the ive events cooumed within three
weeks of each other. from mid-June to ecrly July. including
one stop on the Morth Americon Endure Teur (NLAET.) on
the punishing slopes of Keystone, Athletes were primed
o take on thres full weekends that included two days
ared Six stages of racing per weekend, with course datcls
emnounced the week of the event. For the pro classes
whete there is o $30,000 pro purse over the course of the
season on the line, BME not enly tests bike handling skills
cmd fitness. but o rider’s ability to thrive on o steep leconing
curve cs well

BME #1 in Angel Fire,/Taos dished out almost
every aspect of enduro racing. including a mash-up of
backeountry and bike park style trails. With one day in the
backeountry and one day at Angel Fire Bike Park. racers
had a lot of ground o oover,

Mike West (Yeti Cycles,/FOX) tock third in the
backoountry skage on Saturdery. and third overdll for the
weekend at Angel Fire,Taos. "l love the rcow venues, cnes
that take a bit of elfort to get o cnd practice.” West said. “In
my opinion, explorcation in the backwoods is hall of wheot
enchao is. The first day on the South Boundary frail has by
for been my foverite - raw, ight. natural emd fun.”

Dery 2 of BME #1 in Angel Fire,/ Tacs sent riders up the
Chile Pepper Express Chairlift to coreen down four distinct
stasges, with everything from fnishing in the notorious dued
sladormn course, sections of classic downhill racing. smcshy
rock gordens, smeoth harns cnd berms, cnd the never-
before-raced-on "Angel's Flunge,” which tock racers out
and cround the primory tradls of the bike pork

Chris Johnston (The Nomacds) travelled from
Vancouver 1o race the Big Mountain Encharo Series events
Talking akout his strategy when tackling the varied terrain
in Angel Fire/Taos, he scid, “You had to pedal hard, bt
conserve some energy for the following long stages, charge
the burly dewnhill sections, but bear in mind you're still on
o1 {redil bike.”

It was obwvicus from the beginning that Ress Schnell
(Trek/POC/Bontrogger /Shimeme) amned Kelli Ermet (Gicmit
Factory Off-Road Tearn) would take o commemding cnd
consistent lead. Schnell tock a 27-second lecd off the bat
for Stage 1. which carmied hirn through to win the first stop
of the Big Mountain Enduro Series over Joey Schusler (Yeti
Cycles). West, Johnston and Hills. Emmedt won il five
staagres by leoge marging over Kiista Park (Conmnondale),
Heather Irmiger (Trek Foctory Racing). Jill Behlen (Tokyo
Joes) and Sarah Rawley (Yell Cycles /PO

Fast-torwerd two weeks to Crested Butte Mountain
Rescrt for BME #2. Amid the heort of wildiiowear season,

EASON RECAP

By Sarah Rawley Photos by Nicholas Ontiveros
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On the women's side, Indger put the
hernmer down to foke the win on Stage
3, putting o respectable 22-second g
into second place after Day 1. Irmiger
rocke consistently to toke the win for
the weekend over Park. Behlen, Jonoe
Pritchett (Griggs Crthopaedic) and Evelyn
Dongy (White Pine Touring)

BWE #3 in Keysione doubled up os the
second stop of the North Americom Endurd
Tour on June 6.7, The lucky competitors
who call the Rocky Mountains home were
visited by cn onslought of competitons
from all ower the country, all vying lor the
coveted points that will determine the top
nickers in North Amenioa at the inals on
September 28-29 in Moab, Utah,

Reoss Schnell is hoping to be at the top
of that short list. “That's why the N.AET.
saries is 50 great,” Schnell sadd. "You gat
1o Iy your homd it lecotions ond venues
coound the country. The terrain and
racing is so different when you go from
omn Oregon Endure Sertes in Bend to o Big
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Mountein Endure wenue like Keystone.
You oouldan 't plck a more dichotomaus
comperison, cmd it just goes to show you
how diverse endure con be.”

With 2,300 feet in verticod drop per
stige to sort cult the oategrories, it was
a lestament to the bike and the body
o meke it to the end of the weekend
in one plece. Fram Day 1. young-gun
Joay Schusler ok a commanding ledad.
He continued winning throughout the
weekend, winning five cut of the sk
steiges, claiming top points for the second
stop of NAET. Schnell. Hills, Moson Bond
(Yeti Cycles) cmd Horgem-Koblesk rounded
cut the podium for Keysione. with Bond the
enly nen-Coloradan o daim a slep

In the women's competition
Irmiger tock the overdall lead in the Big
Mountain Endure Series after winning two
weekends in o row. "Keystone [was) the
most chollenging enduro of the season
[thus feer].” Irrndgyer scred. “The tredls hed
elernents that were o5 barly or burlier
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[{the Keysiome course.

them Angel Fire, and the length of the
stages pushed all aepects of fitness
strength, enduremos cnd focus of the
athletes to the max - not to mention the
ecuiprnent. It wes cn excellent proving
ground for the bike technology, o5 well
as the all-cround skill of the nder.”

With 18 total stages under thedr
belis, competitors hoave two meore events
o make their mark on the domestic
enchuro scene. Mike Day. operations
memager for the Big Mounlain Endure
Series, scod, “We cover o broad spactnum
of terrain ot each venue. So for we have
hewd alot of bike pork stages, where
technical chbility goes a long weary, Our
next lew events will be rmuch more
physically demanding. with longer
bockoountry tremsters. and true big-
mountain desoents.”

EME #4 in Durange. running
Aucnist 315t and Septembber 17, has long
been on the radar s cne of the most
physically demomcing venues of the
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series. According to Hogan-Koblaksi, who
rased the eveant last yeor and ooome in
second behind Schnell. "Racers com expact
huge untirmed climbs, spectaculoar scenery
and long challenging singletrack descents
thent ore too long to Mmermonae, so you just
let it cll cut cnd core baxely hemging on ot
the end.”

The series will culminate ot BME &5
in Moab at the end of Sepltember, It will
indude the Whole Enchilada, where the
top racers of the Big Mountain Endure
Sertes and the North Amenican Endure Tour
will b crowred alter twio donys of racing.
The racing in Mook will be full of techniood
reck-strewn terrain, breath-taking vistos,
and sweart. If youTe able to pock up fora
weekend. we highly recommend making
the trip.

Stcry tuned for an end of season update. @

For more info, bigrnounfaEnenduno.conm
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